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Corrective, Actions (U) -

This particular clectronic” fault

suspectad integrated circuit; however,
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I sent you mcmoranda on June 7 and- 13 discussing variou

bé/%z/d

] 5 aspects:
lays which resulted in#
We have con-

cause, cnumerates. the corrective

L] . . . -

s

this memorandum summarizes

ectronic integrated circuit (often:
a communications interface device.
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Until ;ha;e c&rrectito actions are implemcnted (aliofit K0 da s)
¥ fate. prinarily on the .
T a-cézplctely hypassing the equipment that caused:
" the recent ipcidents. The Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS) have. -
.assesscd that this temporary sadc of opcrations cap be tolﬁf!lqﬂ.,:

although it does have certai'n operational limitat
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The Oﬁ;jr-cn of the Armcd Services and Appropriatip.sACOpnlxtegs of
both liouses of Congress werc notificd of the false alerts léss gdhan -
24 hours: after they occurrcd. Congressional intérest has: remaihed
high ever.since. Ke hive hriefcd the llouse Armed Services Committee

Congressional Reéaction (U)

and several Senators individually, and we contipue to respond to

‘many letters on the subjcct from members of Congress.  Cangress

scems to have heen mostly reassured by our explanations, but con-
3 ' $ - ‘ahout the fact that
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Our approach to the nows media has followed that which T outlined
to you in my Jpne 1%-memorandum on falsc missiTo nlerts. Mot of
the newspaper gtorics which appeared immediately after a Jude 18 °
press briefing’ by my Assistant Secretary for Communications, Command,
Contronl, and Tntelligence, Rerry Dinnoon,'correctly refictted “the pointe
in that memorandum. However, televigion network follow-up stories
'nrpcuring June 24-26 have attempied 1o scensationalize (mucthroom clond)
the incidents or to 1ink them to inrelated matterse  Ke continue to
. receive many pres§ inquiries and requexts for intervicws on the
subject.. We will have to continue to cmphasize that there is no
chance that any irretrievable actions wnould be tafken hased on
amhipuous Compiifer infurmnliun, nor Jde the procnntinnury survivability
pReasnres in dnyt way redoaco the ahsolute' human contrnl nver nuclear
“weapons. Conclusion:
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In sumﬁary. we arc diligently pursuing correcfivd~a§tjgn’.for thp;:
specific cause of the false alerts, just msi we . 2
addrcsscd the specific cause of the November 9,71979, event. -Tho;c
causes were different!, however, and as 1 reported: to yop,in:ny_Junq
13 memorandum, 1 believe we must be prepared for the possibility that
another, unreclated malfunction -may somcday .generatce another false
"alert.’ Although W& will, make appropriate electropic-ipprovements

to minimize the probaMility of such a (alse alert, we must.contifue

to place our confidence in the human eleément of ‘our missile attack
warning system. (U) : e ‘
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